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he measures described above merely hint at the full
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scope and extent of the work done by the Department
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for the Regulation and Control of Magical Creatures.
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It remains only to answer that question to w hich we all, in our

hearts, know the answer: Why do we continue, as a community
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and as individuals, to attempt to protect and conceal magical

beasts, even those that are savage and untameable? The answer is,
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The Office of Misinformation will become involved in only the very worst
magical-Muggle collisions. Some magical catastrophes or accidents are simply
too glaringly obvious to be explained away by Muggles without the help of an

outside authority.
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necessitating a fifty-third revised edition of Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them. In the
meantime | will merely add that it affords me great pleasure to think that generations of young
witches and wizards have grown to a fuller knowledge and understanding of the fantastic
beasts I love through the pages of this book.
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The Ashwinder lives for only an hour and during that time seeks a dark and secluded spot in
which to lay its eggs, after which it will collapse into dust. Ashwinder eggs are brilliant red and
give off intense heat. They will ignite the dwelling within minutes if not found and frozen with
a suitable charm. Any wizard realising that one or more Ashwinders are loose in the house
must trace them immediately and locate the nest of eggs. Once frozen, these eggs are of
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The first edition of Fantastic Beasts was commissioned back in 1918 by Mr. Augustus Worme
of Obscurus Books, who was kind enough to ask me whether | would consider writing an
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Trolls bear a humanoid appearance, walk upright, may be taught a few simple words, and yet
are less intelligent than the dullest unicorn, and possess no magical powers in their own right
except for their prodigious and unnatural strength.
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Trolls bear a humanoid appearance, walk upright, may be taught a few simple words, and yet
are less intelligent than the dullest unicorn, and possess no magical powers in their own right
except for their prodigious and unnatural strength.
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Chapter 1
“It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in poss|
must be in want of a wife.

However little known the feelings or views of such a man may b
ghbourhood, this truth is so well fixed in the minds of the surroy
onsidered the rightful property of some one or other of their dau|
“My dear Mr. Bennet," said his lady to him one day, “have you heard that Netherfiel ark is
let at last?” \
Mr. Bennet replied that he had not.

“But it is,” returned she; “for Mrs. Long has just been here, and she told me all about .

Mr. Bennet made no answer.

“Do you not want to know who has taken it?" cried his wife impatiently.”

“You want to tell me, and | have no objection to hearing it”
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Chapter 1

“It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune,
must be in want of a wife.

However little known the feelings or views of such a man may be on his first entering a nei
ghbourhood, this truth is so well fixed in the minds of the surrounding families, that he is ¢
onsidered the rightful property of some one or other of their daughters.

“My dear Mr. Bennet," said his lady to him one day, "have you heard that Netherfield Park is
let at last?”

Mr. Bennet replied that he had not.

“Butitis,’ returned she; “for Mrs. Longasjust been here, and she told me all about it”

D

Mr. Bennet made no answer.

“Do you not want to know who has ta t?" cried his wife impatiently.”

“You want to tell me, and | have no objektion to hearing it

This was invitation enough.

“Why, my dear, you must know, Mrs. Lorlg says that Netherfield is taken by a young man of
large fortune from the north of England, that he came down on Monday in a chaise and fo
ur to see the place, and was so much delig~™ yith it, that he agreed with Mr. Morris imm
ediately; that he is to take possession bef jhaelmas, and some of his servants are to
be in the house by the end of next week”
“What is his name?” 1
“Bingley.” 1
“Is he married or single?” 1

“Oh! Single, my dear, to be sure! A singlé man of
What a fine thing for our girls!”

“How so? How can it affect them?”

“My dear Mr. Bennet,” replied his wife, “how can yi
am”

“thinking of his marrying one of them.”

“Is that his design in settling here?”

“Design! Nonsense, how can you talk so! But it is very
e of them, and therefore you must visit him as soon as
“| see no occasion for that. You and the girls may go, or yod ..y send them by themselves
, which perhaps will be still better, for as you are as handsome as any of them, Mr. Bingley
may like you the best of the party.”
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But might one perhaps inguire what the "absurd creature” s that you were talking about? Is it possible that I
might be allowed o see it?
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But might one perhaps inquire what the *absurd creature” is that you were talking about? Is it possible that [
‘might be allowed o see it

“Oh, as for that, said the monk: 1 think it is on the cards for you to have a look at him,' and he took the
object from his sleeve and handed it to Shi-yin.

Shiyin took the object from him and saw that it was a clear, beautiful jade on one side of which were
carved the words 'Magic Jade'. There were several columns of smaller charac-ters on the back, which Shi-yin
was lust going to examine more closely when the monk, with a cry of 'Here we are, at the frontier of Nlusion,
snatched the stone from him and disappeared, with the Taoist, through a big stone archway above which

THE LAND OF ILLUSION

was written in lange characters. A couplet in smaller characters was inscribed vertically on either side of the
arch:

“Truth becommes fiction when the fiction's true;
Real becomes not-teal where the unreal's real.

Shi-yin was on the point of following, them through the archway when suddenly a great clap of thunder
seemed (o shake the earth o its very foundations, making him cry out in alarm,

And there he was sitting in his study, the contents of his dream already half forgotten, with the sun still
blazing on the ever-rusding plantains outside, and the wet-murse at the door with his litte daughter Ying-lian in
her arms. Her delicate little pink-and-white face seemed dearer (o him than ever at that moment, and he
stretched out his amms to take her and husiged her to him.
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But might one perhaps inquire what the "absurd creature’ is that you were talking abow(? Is it possible that I
might be allowed t see it

‘Oh, as for that, said the monkc T think it is on the cards for you to have a look at him," and he ook the
object from his sleeve and handed it to Shi-yin.

Shi-yin ok the object from him and saw that it was a clear, beautiful jade on one side of which were
carved the words ‘Magic Jade'. There were wagvlumns of smaller charac-ters on the back, which Shi-yin

was lust going to examine more closely when . with a cry of *Here we are, at the frontier of Hlusior,
snatched the stone from him and disappeared, withkhe Taoist, through a big stone archway above which
1

AHE LAND OF ILLUSION
1
was written in large characters. A couplet in smaller characters was inscribed vertically on either side of the
arch:

‘Truth becomes fiction when the fiction’s (
Real becomes not-teal where the unreal’s

‘Shi-yin was on the point of following them frough
d @ its very foundations, jaking him’
And there he was siting in his study, the coptents of his

when suddenly a great clap of thunder

n, with the sun still
blazing on the ever-rustling plantains outside, and he wet-nurse gelian in
her arms. Her delicate little pink-and-white facg scemed dearer
stretched out his arms to take her and hugged 1
After playing with her for a while at his d&ff, he carried hy
bustle in the street, He was about to go in again when he saw a
scabby-headed and barefoot) the Taist tousle-haired and limping.
with laughter and gesticulating wildly as they walked along.
‘When this strange pair reached Shi-yin's door and saw him st
burst into loud sobs, Patron.’ he said, addressing Shi-yin, ‘what are yr
fated creature who is destined to involve both her parents in her own misfo
Shi-yin realized that he was listening to the words of a madman and took no
“Give her (o me! Give her o me?
Shi-yin was beginning to lose patience and clasping his little girl tightly to him, tumed an his heel and was
about to re-enter the house when tine monk printed his finger at him roared with lsughter and then proceeded
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What, you may ask, was the origin of
this book?
Though the answ,eﬂ to this question

may at first sefmego border on the

absurd, reﬂ&fétion w1 w that there
is a goo&deal

eye.

wa was repairing the sky, she melted |
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the earth to its very foundations, making him cry out in alarm.

And there he was sitting | his study, the contents of his
e
L E%EEJ:EH“)\XZK dream already half forgotten, with%\ still blazing on the ever-

rustling plantains outside, and the v. _urse at the door with his
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the stone from him and disappeared, with the Taoist,
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less than five times, dividing it into chapters, comp: \’\tzic\hapter headings, renaming
it The Twelve Beauties of Jinling, and adding an intrl ry quatrain. Red Inkstone

restored the original title when he recopied %g, bwki_ and added his second set of
annotations to it.

This, then, is a true account of how The Story of the Stone carne to be written.
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less than five times, dividing it into chapters, composing chapter hel \Nﬁrenaming
it The Twelve Beauties of Jinling, and adding an introductory quatrai Inkstone

restored the original title when he recopied the book and added his second set of
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like a regular Fiery Mountain; and though the firemen came to put it out, by the time

they arrived the fire was well under way and long past controlling, and roared away

all night long until it had burnt its, ut, rendering heaven knows how many families
homeless in the process: :
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like a regular Fiery Mountain; and though the firemen came to put it out, by the time
they arrived the fire was well under way and long past controlling, and roared away
all night long until it had burnt itself Out, rendering heaven knows how many families
homeless in the process.

Pp#DZhens! Though they and their handful of domestics escaped unhurt, their
house, which was only next door to the temple, was soon reduced to a heap of rubble,
while Shi-yin stood by helpless, groaning and stamping in despair.

After some discussion with his wife, Shi-yin decided that they should move to their
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like a regular Fiery Mountain; and though the firemen came to put it out, by the time
they arrived the fire was well under way and long past controlling, and roared away

all night long until it had burnt itself Out, rendering heaven knows how many families

homeless in the process.
Poor Zhens! Though they and\handful| their jof domestics escaped unhurt, their

house, which was only next door to the temple, was soon reduced to a heap of rubble,
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like a regular Fiery Mountain; and though the firemen came to put it out, by the time
they arrived the fire was well under way and long past controlling, and roared away
all night long until it had byrpt iggelf Out, rendering heaven knows how many families
homeless in the process.

Poor Zhens! Though they their handful of domestics escaped unhurt, their house,
which was only next door to the temple, was soon reduced to a heap of rubble, while
Shi-yin stood by helpless, groaning and stamping in despair
After some discussion with his wife, Shi-yin decided that they should move to their
farm in the country; but a series of crop failures due to flooding and drought had led

to wide-spread brigandage in those parts, and government troops were out everywhere
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like a regular Fiery Mountain; and though the firemen came to put it out, by the time
they arrived the fire was well under way and long past controlling, and roared away
all night long until it had burnt itself Out, rendering heaven knows how many families
homeless in the process.

Poor Zhens! Though they their handful of domestics escaped unhurt, their house,

which was only next door to the temple, was soon reduced to a heap of rubble, while
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Poor Zhens! Though they and their handful of domestics escaped unhurt, their
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,—
o TEHMM—ITLBE
L\ ] ]
o B « A, 7 B zhin g E R Do £ ® & 2B < mm >
T /i ’ 12V ] L L -]

7.6.5

XAERFHHN—1T

WAL

> ERMHHEATE

bamboo fences—though also, doubtless, because they were doomed to destruction
anyway-the fire leaped from house to house until the whole street was blazing away
like a regular Fiery Mountain; and though the firemen came to put it out, by the time
they arrived the fire was well under way and long past controlling, and roared away
all night long until it had burnt itself Out, rendering heaven knows how many families
homeless in the process.
poov zhens! Though Hhey and Helr handful of
domestices escaped wdrt their house wihich was
ondy wext door to Hie tewple ,was soon reduced fo
heap of rubble which vhi-yin stood by helpless,
grooming ond sfowmping e despair.

97




AEFBAEBHFRF [
o FHELEFZEMAT V1
v B B Doc £ K & DB < wx >
P - H 4 H
talm ¢ ” =0 like a regular Fiery Mountain; and though the firemen came to put it out, by the time
EIIE N =F e P .
they arrived the fire was well under way and long past controlling, and roared away
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Poor Zhens! Though they and theirhandful of domestics escaped unhurt, their
house, which was only next door to the temple, was soon reduced to a heap of rubble,
while Shi-yin stood by helpless, groaning and stamping in despair.
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like a regular Fiery Mountain; and though the firemen came to put it out, by the time

they arrived the fire was well under way and long past controlling, and roared away

all night long until it had burnt itself Out, rendering heaven knows how many families
homeless in the process

Poor Zhens! Though they and theirhandful of domestics escaped unhurt, their
house, which was only next door to the temple, was soon reduced to a heap of rubble,

while Shi-vin stood by helpless, groaning and stamping in despair.
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