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In describing to her all the grandeur ot Lady Catherine and her
mansion, with occasional digressions in praise of his own humble
de, and the improvements it was receiving, he was happily
oloyed until the gentlemen joined them; and he found in Mrs.
- nillips a very attentive listener, whose opinion of his consequence
increased with what she heard, and who was resolving to retail it all
among her neighbours as soon as she could. To the girls, who could
not listen to their cousin, and who had nothing to do but to wish for
an instrument, and examine their own indifferent imitations of china
on the mantelpiece, the interval of waiting appeared very long. It was
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WhY MAaGizoorLoGcy MATTERS

he measures described above merely hint at the full

scope and extent of the work done by the Department

for the chulali()n and Control of Magical Creatures.
It remains (ml'\,' to answer that question to which we all, in our
hearts, know the answer: Why do we continue, as a community
and as individuals, to attempt to protect and conceal magi(‘ai

beasts, even those that are savage and untameable? The answer is,
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Vhen the worst happens and a Muggle sees what he or she if

jnot supposed to see, the Memory Charm is perhaps the most]
tuseful repair tool. The Memory Charm may be performed hv'
Ithe owner of the beast in question, but in severe cases of Muggle!
Inmm, a team of trained Obliviators may be sent in by th(l
,thmr\ of Magic.
I

| The Office of Misinformation
IThe Office of Misinformation will become involved in only the}

Jvery worst magical-Muggle collisions. Some magical catastrophes|
for accidents are simply too glaringly obvious to be explained
away by Muggles without the help of an outside authority. Thc:
Office of Misinformation will in such a case liaise directly with!

thu Muggle prime mi
xplanation for the event. The unstinting efforts of this office i

a plausible non-magica

persuading Muggles that all photographic evidence of the Loch;

Ness kelpie is fake have gone some way to salvaging a muauon,
|lhal at one time looked exceedingly dangerous.
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It remains only to answer that question to which we all, in our!

:hc rts, know the answer: Why do we continue, as a wmmunit):
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hen the worst happens and a Muggle sees what he or she is
not supposed to see, the Memory Charm is perhaps the most
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The essence of philosophy is not to offer final answers, but
to teach us how to dwell in questions;for if is in the space
between doubt and certainty that true wisdom quietly
resides.
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The essence of philosophy is not to offer final answers, but to teach us how to dwell in questions; for it
is in the space between doubt and certainty that true wisdom quietly resides/
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The essence of philosophy is not to offer final answers, but to teach
. us how to dwell in questions; for it is in the space between doubt and
certainty that true wisdom quietly resides.
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"In questioning what it means to exist, we learn that life is less about
grasping meaning, and more about becoming the meaning itself."
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The Opaleye is a native of New Zealand, though it has been known to
migrate to Australia when territory becomes scarce in its native land.
Unusually for a dragon, it dwells in valleys rather than mountains. It is of m..
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The essence of philosophy is not to offer final answers, but to teach us how
to dwell in questions; for it is in the space between doubt and certainty that
true wisdom quietly resides

2025582081610 FEWA El

"In questioning what it means to exist, we learn that life is less about
grasping meaning, and more about becoming the meaning itself."

2025:F8F20H 1405 FrbfEN

"The measure of a life is not in its length but in its depth, not in its noise but
in the quiet integrity with whichiitis lived."
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“Wisdom grows not by adding more knowledge, but by stripping away
illusion, until only what is essential remains."

202548F20H 1405 FapiA

"Philosophy teaches us that the greatest journey is inward, for the world we
perceive is shaped by the lens of the self that perceives it."
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“To live well is to balance the transient with the eternal, embracing change
without losing the thread of what endures."
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There are ten breeds of dragon, though these have been known
to interbreed on occasion, producing rare hybrids. Pure-bred

dragons are as follows:

ANTIPODEAN OPALEYE

Eho Opaleye is a native of New Zealand, though it has been
known to migrate to Australia when territary becomes scarce in
its native land. Unusua_“} for _n_dragon, it dwells in \_'al_](;ys rather
than mountains. It is of medium size (between two and three
tonnes). Perhaps the most beautiful type of dragon, it has

iridescent, pearly scales and glittering, multi-coloured, pupil-less

i

eyes, hence its name. This dragon produces a very vivid scy¢
flame, though by dragon standards it is not particularly aggress

et

and will rarely kill unless hungry. Its favourite food is sheep
though it has been known to attack larger prey. A spate of
kangaroo killings in_the late 1970s were attributed to a male
Opaleye ousted from his homeland by a dominant female.
Opaleye eggs are pale grey and may be mistaken for fossils by
unwary Muggm}
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The essence of philosophy is not to offer final answers, but to teach us how to dwell in questions; for it
»n doubt and certainty that true wisdom quietly resides.
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The Opaleye is a native of New Zealand, though it has been known to
migrate to Australia when territory becomes scarce in its native land.
Unusually for a dragon, it dwells in valleys rather than mountains. Itis of m...
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The essence of philosophy is not to offer final answers, but to teach us how
to dwell in questions; for it is in the space between doubt and certainty that
true wisdom quietly resides.
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“In questioning what it means to exist, we learn th}\“ ‘eg about
grasping meaning, and more about becoming the meawing itself."
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Chapter 1
“It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in poss|
must be in want of a wife. R o
However little known the feelings or views of such a man may b
ghbourhood, this truth is so well fixed in the minds of the surrou|
onsidered the rightful property of some one or other of their dau|
“My dear Mr. Bennet," said his lady to him one day, “have you heard that Netherfield, Y[k is
let at last?” \
Mr. Bennet replied that he had not.

“But it is,” returned she; “for Mrs. Long has just been here, and she told me all about .

Mr. Bennet made no answer.

“Do you not want to know who has taken it?” cried his wife impatiently.”

“You want to tell me, and | have no objection to hearing it
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Chapter 1

“It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune,
must be in want of a wife.

However little known the feelings or views of such a man may be on his first entering a nei
ghbourhood, this truth is so well fixed in the minds of the surrounding families, that he is ¢
onsidered the rightful property of some one or other of their daughters.

“My dear Mr. Bennet," said his lady to him one day, "have you heard that Netherfield Park is
let at last?”

Mr. Bennet replied that he had not.

“Butitis,’ returned she; “for Mrs. Lonxjust been here, and she told me all about it”

GO >

Mr. Bennet made no answer.

“Do you not want to know who has ta t?" cried his wife impatiently.”

“You want to tell me, and | have no objektion to hearing it

This was invitation enough.

“Why, my dear, you must know, Mrs. Lorlg says that Netherfield is taken by a young man of
large fortune from the north of England, that he came down on Monday in a chaise and fo
ur to see the place, and was so much delig~™ yith it, that he agreed with Mr. Morris imm
ediately; that he is to take possession bef jhaelmas, and some of his servants are to
be in the house by the end of next week”
“What is his name?” 1
“Bingley.” 1
“Is he married or single?” 1

“Oh! Single, my dear, to be sure! A singlé man of
What a fine thing for our girls!”

“How so? How can it affect them?”

“My dear Mr. Bennet,” replied his wife, “how can yi
am”

“thinking of his marrying one of them.”

“Is that his design in settling here?”

“Design! Nonsense, how can you talk so! But it is very
e of them, and therefore you must visit him as soon as
“| see no occasion for that. You and the girls may go, or yod ..y send them by themselves
, which perhaps will be still better, for as you are as handsome as any of them, Mr. Bingley
may like you the best of the party.”
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But might one perhaps inquire what the "absurd creature” s that you were talking about? Is it possible that |
might be allowed o see it?
'Oh, as for that,' said the monk: '1 think it is on the cards for you to have a look at him,” and he took the
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But might one perhaps inquire what the *absurd creature” is that you were talking about? Is it possible that [
‘might be allowed to see i

Oh, s for that, said the monk: 1T think it is on the cards for you to have a look at him," and he took the
object from his sleeve and handed it to Shi-yin.

Shiyin ook the object from him and saw that it was a clear, beautiful jade on one side of which were
carved the words ‘Magic Jade', There were several columns of smaller charac-ters on the back, which Shi-yin
was lust going to examine more closely when the monk, with a cry of 'Here we are, at the fronier of Hlusion',
snatched the stone from him and disappeared, with the Taoist, through a big stone archway above which

THE LAND OF ILLUSION

was witten in large characters. A couplet in smaller characters was inscribed vertically on cither side of the
arch:

“Truth becomes fiction when the fiction's true;
Real becomes not-teal where the unreal's real.

Shi-yin was on the point of following them through the archway when suddesly a great clap of thunder
seemed (o shake the earth to its very foundations, making him cry out in alarm.

And there e was sitting in his study, the contents of his dream already half forgotten, with the sun still
blazing on the ever-rusding plantains outside, and the wet-mirse at the door with his litde daughter Ying-lian in
her arms, Her delicate little pink-and-white face seemed dearer 1o him than ever at that moment, and he
streiched out his arms to take her and hustsed her o him.
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But might one perhaps inquire what the "absurd creature” is that you were talking about? s it possible that T
might be allowed (0 see it?

“Gh, as for that, said the monlk: 1 think it is on the cards for you to have a look at him," and he took the
object from his sleeve and handed it to Shi-yin.

Shi-yin took the object from him and saw that it was a clear, beautiful jade on one side of which were
carved the words ‘Magic Jade'. There were severgicolumms of smaller charac-ters on the back, which Shi-yin
was lust going to examine more closely when * with a cry of *Here we are, at the Fronticr of Illusior,
snatched the stone from him and disappeared, wi Iheﬂms‘ through a big stone archway above which

AHE LAND OF ILLUSION

1
was written in large characters. A couplet in smalfer characters was inscribed vertically on cither side of the
arch:

—

V2 A}

Truth becomes fiction when the fiction’s ‘
Real becomes not-teal where the unreal's

Shi-yin was on the point of following them frough
seemed to shake the earth to its very foundations, fjaking him
And there he was sitting in his study, the coftents of his
blazing on the ever-rusdling plantains outside, and e wet-nurse
her arms, Her delicate little pink-and-white facg seemed dearer
stretched out his arms to take her and hugged x
After playing with her for a while at his he carried h
bustle in the street. He was about to go in again when he saw a
scabby-headed and barefoot) the Taoist tousle-haired and limping.
with laughter and gesticulating wildly as they walked along.
‘When this strange pair reached Shi-yin's door and saw him st
burst into loud sabs. "Patron,' he said, addressing Shi-yin, ‘what are y
fated creature who is destined to involve both her parents in her own misfos
Shi-yin realized that he was listening to the words of a madman and took no
‘Give her to me! Give her to me!"
Shi-yin was beginning to Jose patience and clasping his little girl tightly to him, tumed an his heel and was
about to re-enter the house when tine monk printed his Finger at him roared with laughter and then proceeded

when suddenly a great clap of thunder

n, with the sun still
g lian in
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What, you may ask, was the origin of
this book?
Though the answ91 to this question

may at first sefmego border on the

absurd, reﬂ&fétion w1 w that there
is a goo&deal in i s the

eye.
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the earth to its very foundations, making him cry out in alarm.
And there he was sitting l his study, the contents of his
dream already half forgotten, with%\v still blazing on the ever-
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of smaller charac-ters on the back, which Shi-yin was Iyt going to examine more

closely when the monk, with a cry of 'Here we are, at th

the stone from him and disappeared, with the Taoist,
above which
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less than five times, dividing it into chapters comp \,\qﬁ apter headings, renaming
it The Twelve Beauties of Jinling, and adding an intrl ry quatrain. Red Inkstone

restored the original title when he recopied %e, bw\;L and added his second set of
annotations to it.

This, then, is a true account of how The Story of the Stone carne to be written.
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less than five times, dividing it into chapters, composing chapter hel \"Q.g\,lrenaming
it The Twelve Beauties of Jinling, and adding an introductory quatrai Inkstone

restored the original title when he recopied the book and added his second set of
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like a regular Fiery Mountain; and though the firemen came to put it out, by the time

they arrived the fire was well under way and long past controlling, and roared away

all night long until it had burnt its, ut, rendering heaven knows how many families
homeless in the process: d
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like a regular Fiery Mountain; and though the firemen came to put it out, by the time
they arrived the fire was well under way and long past controlling, and roared away
all night long until it had burnt itself Out, rendering heaven knows how many families
homeless in the process.

Pp#DZhens! Though they and their handful of domestics escaped unhurt, their
house, which was only next door to the temple, was soon reduced to a heap of rubble,
while Shi-yin stood by helpless, groaning and stamping in despair.

After some discussion with his wife, Shi-yin decided that they should move to their

BE B, D £ & &2 B < s >

like a regular Fiery Mountain; and though the firemen came to put it out, by the time
they arrived the fire was well under way and long past controlling, and roared away

all night long until it had burnt itself Out, rendering heaven knows how many families

homeless in the process.
Poor Zhens! Though they and\handful| their jof domestics escaped unhurt, their

house, which was only next door to the temple, was soon reduced to a heap of rubble,
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like a regular Fiery Mountain; and {Imm,h the firemen came to put it out, by the time
they arrived the fire was well under way and long past controlling, and roared away
all night long until it had Wli Out, rendering heaven knows how many families
homeless in the process.

Poor Zhens! Though they their handful of domestics escaped unhurt, their house,
which was only next door to the temple, was soon reduced to a heap of rubble, while
Shi-yin stood by helpless, groaning and stamping in despair.

After some discussion with his wife, Shi-yin decided that they should move to their
farm in the country; but a series of crop failures due to flooding and drought had led

to wide-spread brigandage in those parts, and government troops were out everywhere
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like a regular Fiery Mountain; and though the firemen came to put it out, by the time
they arrived the fire was well under way and long past controlling, and roared away
all night long until it had burnt itself Out, rendering heaven knows how many families
homeless in the process.

Poor Zhens! Though they their handful of domestics escaped unhurt, their house,

which was only next door to the temple, was soon reduced to a heap of rubble, while
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like a regular Fiery Mountain; and though the firemen came to put it out, by the time
they arrived the fire was well under way and long past controlling, and roared away
all night long until it had bumnt itself Out, remclering heavem kinows
how manz famidies homeless e the process

Poor Zhens! Though they and their handful of domestics escaped unhurt, their

house, which was only next door to the temple, was soon reduced to a heap of rubble,
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bamboo fences—though also, doubtless, because they were doomed to destruction
anyway-the fire leaped from house to house until the whole street was blazing away
like a regular Fiery Mountain; and though the firemen came to put it out, by the time
they arrived the fire was well under way and long past controlling, and roared away
all night long until it had burnt itself Out, rendering heaven knows how many families
homeless in the process.
poov zhens! Though Hhey and Helr handful of
domestices escaped wdrt their house wihich was
only wext doov to the temple ,was soon reduced fo
heap of rubble which vhi-yin stood by helpless,
grooming ond sfowmping e despair.
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like a regular Fiery Mountain; and though the firemen came to put it out, by the time
they arrived the fire was well under way and long past controlling, and roared away
all night long until it had burnt itself Oui dering heaven knows how many families
homeless in the process.

Poor Zhens! Though they and theirhandful of domestics escaped unhurt, their
house, which was only next door to the temple, was soon reduced to a heap of rubble,

while Shi-yin stood by helpless, groaning and stamping in despair.
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like a regular Fiery Mountain; and though the firemen came to put it out, by the time
they arrived the fire was well under way and long past controlling, and roared away
all night long until it had burnt itself Out, rendering heaven knows how many families
homeless in the process.

Poor Zhens! Though they and theirhandful of domestics escaped unhurt, their
house, which was only next door to the temple, was soon reduced to a heap of rubble,

while Shi-yin stood by helpless, groaning and stamping in despair.
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